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"  FOR  this  commandment  which  I  command  thee  this  day, 
it  is  not  too  hard  for  thee,  neither  is  it  far  off.  It  is  not  in 
heaven,  that  thou  shouldest  say,  who  shall  go  up  for  us 
to  heaven  and  bring  it  unto  us,  and  make  us  to  hear  it 
that  we  may  do  it  ?  Neither  is  it  beyond  the  sea,  that 
thou  shouldest  say,  who  shall  go  over  the  sea  for  us  and 
bring  it  unto  us,  and  make  us  to  hear  it  that  we  may  do 
it  ?  But  the  word  is  very  nigh  unto  thee,  in  thy  mouth, 
and  in  thy  heart,  that  thou  mayest  do  it." — DEUT.  xxx. 
11-14. 


THIS  beautiful  passage  from  the  Sedrah  of  the 
day  which  I  select  as  my  text  on  this  the 
last  Sabbath  of  the  year,  which  for  me  and  mine 
is  invested  with  so  solemn  and  yet  so  joyful  a 
significance,  is  typical  both  in  its  teaching  and  its 
style,  in  its  subject  matter  and  its  persuasive 
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manner,  of  the  entire  book  of  Deuteronomy,  from 
which  the  weekly  Sabbath  lesson  has  been  taken 
during  the  recent  Summer  months.  Pity  it  is 
that  the  majority  of  our  pulpits  should  be  silent  on 
just  those  Sabbaths  when  week  by  week  we  are 
reading  a  book  so  full  of  the  purest  and  highest 
religious  teaching,  and  so  crowded  with  such 
exquisite  specimens  of  the  oratory  of  Israel's 
greatest  teacher,  the  mere  recital  of  which  in  the 
language  understood  by  the  people,  without  one 
word  of  comment  by  the  reader,  could  not  fail  to 
impress  and  go  to  the  hearts  of  the  listeners. 
Would  that  I  might  hope  that  Jewish  fathers  and 
mothers  who  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  betake 
themselves,  with  their  families,  to  the  country  or 
the  seaside  during  the  past  weeks,  had  spent  some 
part  of  each  Sabbath  day  in  reading  to  their 
children  some  of  these  choicest  gems  of  the  Bible, 
which  are  not  to  be  surpassed  by,  even  if  they 
have  their  equal  in  the  religious  literature  of  the 
world.  At  any  rate,  let  us  here  and  now,  with 
the  striking  passage  of  our  text  to  guide  us,  devote 
the  time  at  our  disposal  to  an  attempt  to  under- 
stand the  place  that  Deuteronomy  holds  among 
the  books  of  the  Pentateuch,  of  which  it  is  without 
a  doubt,  and  from  many  points  of  view,  the  most 
beautiful  and  most  important,  both  as  literature 
and  as  dogma.  Deuteronomy  is  the  most  divine 
as  well  as  the  most  human,  the  broadest  as  well 


as  the  simplest,  the  most  emotional  as  well  as  the 
most  persuasive  and  convincing  of  all  the  books  of 
the  Pentateuch.  And  appealing,  as  it  does,  to  the 
heart  and  to  the  reason  with  equal  force,  and 
passing  over  in  silence  much  of  the  ritual  law 
contained  in  the  earlier  books,  it  has  become  the 
most  enduring  and  the  most  universal,  as  well  as 
the  most  typical  portion  of  the  teaching  associated 
with  the  name  of  Moses  the  Lawgiver.  Nowhere 
else  in  the  Bible  does  there  breathe  such  an  atmos- 
phere of  generous  devotion  to  God,  and  of  large- 
hearted  benevolence  towards  men  ;  nowhere  else 
are  duties  and  motives  set  forth  with  deeper 
feeling  or  with  more  moving  eloquence  ;  and  no- 
where else  is  it  shown  so  fully  how  high  and  noble 
principles  may  be  made  to  elevate  and  refine  the 
entire  life  of  the  community  and  the  individual. 
And  if  I  were  asked  to  state  the  secret  of  the 
charm  and  the  force  that  Deuteronomy  exercises 
over  and  above  the  other  books  of  the  Pentateuch, 
and  possibly  of  the  entire  Bible,  I  should  not 
hesitate  to  say  it  is  because  throughout  its  chapters 
it  strikes  the  note  that  is  the  most  sacred,  the 
most  tender,  the  most  divine  and  most  human, 
that  can  fall  upon  mortal  ears.  What  more  sacred 
and  solemn  than  the  dying  appeal  of  the  devoted 
father  to  the  children  he  loves,  to  cleave  to  God 
and  duty  during  the  years  of  their  pilgrimage  ? 
What  more  tender  than  the  solicitude  of  a  great 
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soul,  strong  in  death  as  in  life,  in  the  love  for  those 
to  whom  the  last  long  farewell  is  being  said  ? 
What  more  divine  than  the  spirit  of  an  unselfish 
life  at  the  very  moment  of  passing  to  the  God  of 
spirits  clinging,  as  it  were,  to  the  world  of  flesh  for 
very  love  of  those  about  to  be  left  behind  ?  What 
more  human  than  the  concern  of  the  dying  leader 
that  the  successor  whom  he  has  trained  and 
appointed  to  accomplish  the  task  he  must  leave 
unfinished,  should  be  assured  of  the  confidence  of 
those  committed  to  his  charge  ?  And  it  is  because 
Deuteronomy,  almost  from  beginning  to  end,  is 
made  up  of  such  soul-stirring  appeals  uttered  at  so 
solemn  a  moment  in  the  life  of  Moses,  because  it 
hands  down  to  us  the  very  words  of  the  last 
addresses  and  dying  exhortations  of  this  loving 
father  of  his  people,  that  the  book  is  so  precious 
and  so  valuable  a  guide  to  parents,  whose  mission 
it  is,  and  whose  most  earnest  effort  it  should  be  to 
educate  and  train  and  guide  their  children  to  that 
which  is  highest  and 'best  and  noblest  and  most 
immortal  in  life.  In  this  repetition  of  the  Law 
which  Deuteronomy  signifies — mil"!  rG£^£  as 
the  Rabbis  term  it — Moses  rehearses  and  amplifies 
and  expounds  God's  Laws  ;  like  a  loving  father  he 
Tirges  and  pleads  with  the  Israelites  to  obey  them  ; 
he  warns  them  and  reproves  them  ;  he  reminds 
them  of  their  humble  origin,  of  their  hopeless  and 
forlorn  condition  in  Egypt,  of  God's  remembrance 
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of  them,  and  of  their  miraculous  redemption  ;   he 
bids    them    remember    their    wanderings    in    the 
wilderness,  and  how  God  sustained  them  with  food 
and  water,  and  protected  them  against  plague  and 
foe ;     he    rehearses    the   wondrous    revelation   of 
Sinai,  and  again  the  Ten  Great  Commandments  are 
heard  reminding  Israel  that  God's  covenant  with 
them  is  their  life  and  the  length  of  their  days,  that 
man  doth  not  live  by  bread  only,  but  by  every 
word  that  proceedeth  out  of  the  mouth  of  the  Lord 
doth  man  live  ;    he  tells  them  how  bitter  is  the 
fruit  of  disobedience,  and  how  sweet  is  the  good 
and  godly  life  brightened  by  the  light  of  the  Law, 
teaching  love  of  God  and  love  of  man  ;   he  places 
clearly  before  them  life  and  good,  death  and  evil, 
the  blessing  and  the  curse,  the  life  that  never  dies, 
and  the  living  deadness  to  all  that  is  good  and 
right,  which  is  worse  than  death  ;    and  he  bids 
them  choose  the  life  that  is  good  and  blessed  and 
immortal,   and  above   all,   and   to  crown   all,   he 
points  out  plainly  and  distinctly  that  the  higher 
life  for  which  he  pleads,  the  life  of  godly  and 
brotherly  love,  the  life  he  himself  had  set  before 
them  during  the  long  and  weary  forty  years  he 
had  led  them  through  the  wilderness,  was  possible 
of  attainment  by  every  earnest  seeker  after  God 
and  goodness  : — 

"  For    this    commandment    which    I    command 
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thee  this  day,  it  is  not  too  hard  for  thee,  neither  is 
it  far  off.  It  is  not  in  heaven,  that  thou  shouldest 
say,  Who  shall  go  up  for  us  to  heaven  and  bring  it 
unto  us,  and  make  us  to. hear  it  that  we  may  do 
it  ?  Neither  is  it  beyond  the  sea,  that  thou 
shouldest  say,  Who  shall  go  over  the  sea  for  us  and 
bring  it  unto  us,  and  make  us  to  hear  it  that  we 
may  do  it?  But  the  word  is  very  nigh  unto  thee, 
in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy  heart,  that  thou  mayest 
do  it." 

Yes,  dear  mothers  and  fathers,  who  call  your- 
selves Israelites,  who  are  charged  to  bring  up 
your  children  in  the  love  of  the  Law  and  the  fear  of 
heaven,  the  religion  that  Moses  bequeathed  to  us, 
the  map  of  life  he  has  laid  down  for  us  is  not  an 
impossible  one  to  follow.  We  need  not  regard 
ourselves  as  fallen  angels  sighing  for  the  heaven 
we  have  lost,  but  must  work  as  men  and  women, 
making  our  earthly  home  heavenly,  and  winning 
heaven  as  our  last  home  ;  we  need  not  be  airy 
sentimentalists,  leading  a  life  of  hazy  contempla- 
tion, of  masterly  inactivity,  ever  yearning  for  the 
impossible,  and  never  grasping  and  realising  the 
blessed  possibilities  of  life  ;  but  this  commandment 
of  life  and  love  is  very  nigh  unto  thee,  very  possible 
and  very  practical ;  and  our  words,  if  they  be  true 
and  pure  and  loving,  and  our  thoughts,  if  they  be 
high  and  noble  and  godly,  and  our  actions,  if  they 
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be  generous  and  helpful  and  unselfish,  will  proclaim 
to  our  own  conscience,  and  for  our  own  eternal 
good,  that  we  have  found  the  godly  life  that  is  a 
blessing  to  ourselves  and  to  others  ;  the  life  that 
not  only  has  religion,  but  is  religion. 

Jewish  parents  are  not  wanting  in  love  for  their 
•children,  but  the  most  devoted  parent  cannot  give 
his  child  what  he  himself  does  not  possess  ;  if  he 
-sows  tares  he  cannot  gather  in  a  rich  harvest  of 
ripe  grain  ;  and  children  brought  up  in  an  atmos- 
phere of  ugly  and  ungodly  materialism,  cannot 
grow  up  to  that  pride  of  race  and  love  of  faith, 
which  should  be  the  most  precious  heritage  of  the 
Jew.  Ruskin,  in  that  immortal  lecture  of  his — 
"  Sesame  and  Lilies  " — said  :  "I  receive  many 
letters  from  parents  respecting  the  education  of 
their  children.  In  the  mass  of  these  letters  I  am 
always  struck  by  the  precedence  which  the  idea  of  a 
'  position  in  life  '  takes  above  all  other  thoughts  in 
the  parents' — more  especially  in  the  mothers'— 
minds.  The  education  befitting  such  and  such  a 
station  in  life — this  is  the  phrase,  this  is  the  object 
always.  They  never  seek,  as  far  as  I  can  make 
•out,  an  education  good  in  itself  ;  even  the  concep- 
tion of  abstract  Tightness  in  training  rarely  seems 
reached  by  the  writers.  But,  an  education  '  which 
shall  keep  a  good  coat  on  my  son's  back  ; — which 
shall  enable  him  to  ring  with  confidence  the  visitors' 


bell  at  double-belled  doors  ;  which  shall  result 
ultimately  in  the  establishment  of  a  double-belled 
door  to  his  own  house  ; — in  a  word,  which  shall 
lead  to  advancement  in  life — this  we  pray  for  on 
bent  knees,  and  this  is  all  we  pray  for.'  It  never 
seems  to  occur  to  the  parents  that  there  may  be 
an  education,  which,  in  itself,  is  advancement  in 
Life  ;  that  any  other  than  that  may  perhaps  be 
advancement  in  Death  ;  and  that  this  essential 
education  might  be  more  easily  got,  or  given,  than 
they  fancy,  if  they  set  about  it  in  the  right  way  ; 
while  it  is  for  no  price,  and  by  no  favour,  to  be  got,, 
if  they  set  about  it  in  the  wrong." 

Let  us  resolve,  here  and  now  on  this  last 
Sabbath  of  the  year,  to  give  our  children  that 
education,  to  set  before  them  that  example  that 
will  make  them  true  Jews  and  Jewesses,  and  we 
shall  win  them  for  the  life  that  is  a  blessing,  and 
for  them  the  divine  blessing  of  life  eternal.  Amen. 

*  And  now,  my  dear  boy,  just  a  few  words  to  you, 
to  impress  upon  you  the  solemnity  of  the  Barmitz- 
vah  day,  which  should  mean  so  much,  and  appeal 
with  such  great  force  to  every  Jewish  youth  as  his 
turn  comes  to  be  called  to  the  Law  for  the  first 
time,  and  to  make  his  declaration  of  unswerving 

*  Addressed  to  Leonard  H.  Stern,  son  of  the  preacher. 
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and  whole-hearted  loyalty  to  the  faith  it  teaches 
and  to  the  people  whose  guide  of  life  it  should  be. 
Let  me  hope  that  as  you  read  that  clear  and 
beautiful  declaration  of  Moses,  the  Lawgiver,  touch- 
ing the  reality  of  the  religion  he  unfolded  and 
expounded  to  Israel,  the  appeal  to  his  people  to 
choose  and  cleave  to  the  godly  life  he  set  before 
them  in  all  his  soul-stirring  addresses,  went  like  a 
winged  arrow  straight  to  your  own  heart  and 
conscience.  Need  I  tell  you  that  I  could  not  have 
spoken  the  words  I  have  this  day  on  the  duty  of  a 
Jewish  parent  did  I  not  feel  that  I  had  endeavoured 
to  live  up  to  them  in  the  sacred  relation  that  binds 
us  together  as  father  and  child. 

That  self-same  love  that  inspired  Moses  in 
speaking  to  the  children  of  Israel — sometimes  in 
terms  of  kindly  encouragement,  at  other  times  in 
words  of  stern  reproof — has  actuated  me  as  in 
your  childhood  days  I  have  cheered  you  or  checked 
you  or  chidden  you.  It  is  told  of  Dr.  Arnold,  the 
famous  Headmaster  of  Rugby  School,  that  speak- 
ing of  a  young  boy  of  promise  to  one  of  his 
assistant  masters,  he  said,  and  his  voice  trembled 
with  emotion  as  he  spoke,  "  If  he  should  turn  out 
ill  I  think  it  would  break  my  heart."  I  need  not 
tell  you  that  these  words  of  that  great  man  exactly 
express  what  I  feel  on  this  day  of  your  Barmitzvah. 
But  all  misgiving  with  regard  to  your  future 


i6 


conduct,  both  as  a  Jew  and  as  an  Englishman,  is 
banished  from  my  mind,  because  I  am  unable  to 
believe  that  a  child  brought  up  as  you  have  been, 
in  a  home  in  which  you  have  never  seen  nor  heard 
aught  that  is  ungodly  or  unholy,  un- Jewish  or 
un-English,  would  ever  swerve  from  the  path  of 
rectitude  and  honour. 

To  your  dying  day  you  will  remember  the 
loving  devotion  at  all  times  and  in  all  things  of 
the  best  and  saintliest  of  mothers  :  of  her  who 
has  been  your  nurse  in  sickness,  the  guide  of  your 
daily  life,  }^our  teacher  and  your  guardian  angel. 
In  health  she  has  never  been  too  occupied  to  give 
the  tenderest  thought  and  attention  to  all  that 
has  concerned  your  welfare  ;  and  in  sickness  she 
has  never  permitted  herself  to  fail  you  in  any  and 
every  duty  devolving  upon  a  Jewish  mother. 
You  can  never  repay  her,  and  I  am  sure  I  cannot 
either,  for  all  she  has  been  to  you  and  done  for 
you  throughout  your  childhood  days.  You  will 
strive  to  show  yourself  worthy  of  her  love  and 
devotion.  You  will  still,  and  always,  look  up  to 
her  for  guidance  and  example,  and  you  will  never 
stray  from  the  good  and  righteous  way.  You 
have  tasted  the  first-fruits  of  the  tree  of  knowledge 
— gather  in  a  goodly  store  and  feast  upon  it  all  the 
days  of  your  life.  You  have  sipped  of  the  waters 
of  the  fountain  of  life,  slake  your  thirst  with  deep 
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draughts  from  the  well  of  godly  knowledge,  so 
that  your  immortal  soul  may  be  ever  revived  and 
strengthened.  Regard  all  honest  and  honourable 
work  as  a  sacred  privilege,  particularly  such  work 
as  is  unselfish,  work  for  those  who  are  near  and 
dear  to  you  ;  work  in  the  cause  of  God  and  His 
people.  And  in  the  concluding  words  of  your 
portion  : 

"  The  Lord  thy  God,  He  it  is  that  will  go  with 
thee  ;  He  will  not  fail  thee  nor  forsake  thee." 

"  The  Lord  be  gracious  unto  thee  my  son." 

"  The  Lord  bless  thee,  and  keep  thee ;  the 
Lord  make  His  face  to  shine  upon  thee,  and  be 
gracious  unto  thee  ;  the  Lord  turn  His  face  unto 
thee,  and  give  thee  peace."  Amen. 
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"  FOR  this  commandment  which  I  command  thee  this  day, 
it  is  not  too  hard  for  thee,  neither  is  it  far  off.  .  .  .  But 
the  word  is  very  nigh  unto  thee,  in  thy  mouth,  and  in  thy 
heart,  that  thou  mayest  do  it."  —  DEUT.  xxx.  n,  14. 

LEONARD  STERN  was  born  within  sound 
of  the  voice  of  prayer  and  hymn  in  this 
House  of  God.  When  he  became  Barmitzvah  it 
was  at  yonder  desk  that  he  read  from  the  sacred 
scroll  of  the  Law  the  portion  in  Deuteronomy 
from  which  my  text  is  taken.  From  this  pulpit 
he  preached  at  special  Sabbath  Afternoon  Services 
for  youths  and  maidens  of  his  own  age,  and  as 
a  brother  born  in  their  midst,  he  pleaded  for  the 
influence  of  religion  in  their  daily  life  and  brought 
many  a  wandering  soul  nearer  to  goodness  and  to 
God. 

Thus  the  stone  cries  out  from  the  wall,  and  the 
beam  out  of  the  timber  responds  with  tender 
memories  of  him  whom  we  mourn.  Here,  then, 
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in  this  holy  place,  the  scene  and  the  witness  of  some 
of  his  highest  endeavours  and  spiritual  achieve- 
ments and  hallowed  associations,  it  is  fitting  that 
we  meet  to  pay  an  affectionate  tribute  to  the 
memory  of  Leonard  Stern,  to  register  our  sense 
of  the  loss  the  Community  has  sustained  by  the 
•premature  close  of  his  career  of  usefulness  and 
distinction,  and  to  pray  for  the  comfort  of  our 
faith  in  the  burden  of  our  bereavement. 

Leonard  was  a  rare  example  of  performance 
reflecting  promise.  He  realised  in  every  possible 
way  the  fond  hopes  of  his  dear  ones  and  those 
outside  his  home  circle  who  had  learned  to  love 
him  as  their  own  kin.  He  lived  up  to  the  motto 
of  his  school,  University  College  School,  and 
"  step  by  step  "  he  scaled  the  ladder  of  knowledge. 
As  became  a  scholar  of  Magdalene  College,  he 
kept  loyal  to  his  faith.  And  like  a  true  son  of  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  he  feared  God  and 
honoured  the  king,  cultivated  virtue  and  was 
zealous  for  good  discipline.  Ever  holding  the 
ideal  that  man  is  made  in  the  image  of  God,  he 
also  strove  on  the  playing  field  and  in  the  training 
camp  to  make  his  body  a  fit  frame  for  his  fine 
mind  and  pure  soul. 

But  Leonard  was  more  than  a  splendid  type  of 
English  culture.  He  always  retained  the  genuine 


Jewish  religious  feeling  with  which  his  home  and 
this  House  of  God  inspired  him.  The  words  of  love 
and  hope  addressed  to  him  from  this  pulpit  when 
he  was  Barmitzvah  struck  the  keynote  of  his  life. 

"  All  misgiving  with  regard  to  your  future 
conduct,  both  as  a  Jew  and  as  an  Englishman, 
is  banished  from  my  mind,  because  I  am  unable 
to  believe  that  a  child  brought  up  as  you  have 
been,  in  a  home  in  which  you  have  never  seen 
nor  heard  aught  that  is  ungodly  or  unholy,  un- 
Jewish  or  un-English,  would  ever  swerve  frcm  the 
path  of  rectitude  and  honour." 

These  words  from  the  father  did  not  return 
empty.  They  were  dearly  cherished  in  the  heart 
of  the  son.  In  one  of  his  own  addresses,  Leonard 
earnestly  insisted  on  the  need  for  the  preservation 
of  Judaism  in  association  with  the  best  elements 
in  the  English  character. 

"  All  this  striving  to  reproduce  in  ourselves 
all  that  is  best  in  England  does  not  mean  for  a 
moment  that  we  ought  to  give  up  our  Judaism 
and  cease  to  be  Jews  and  Jewesses  ....  It  is 
our  positive  duty  to  England  to  preserve  our 
religion.  She  has  more  use  for  religious  than  for 
irreligious  sons  and  daughters  ....  We  can't 
be  Jewish  Englishmen,  if  we  are  not  Jews  in  the 
truest  sense,  I  mean  religious  Jews." 
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Leonard  had  a  winsome  manner,  a  sweet  and 
unselfish   disposition,    and    a   sunny   and   kindly 
humour.     Wherever  he  went  he  inspired  affection, 
and  he  cast  the  spell  of  his  lovableness  on  school- 
mates and  on  college  chums,  on  his  seniors  and  on 
his  juniors,  on  his  teachers  and  on  those  whom 
he  taught,  on  those  with  whom  he  worked  and  on 
those   for  whom  he   worked.     He   found  joy   in 
self-sacrifice  and  was  most  anxious  to  make  the 
boys  and  girls  of  Stepney  share  in  the  blessing 
of  his  own  high  gifts  of  education  and  character. 
One  of  the  happiest  days  of  his  life  was  when,  as 
an  undergraduate  at  Cambridge,  he  acted  as  host 
to  a  party  of  lads  from  Stepney  and  gave  them  an 
insight  into   the  charm   and  inspiration   of  uni- 
versity life.     In   the   duty  of   entertainment    he 
invoked  the  aid  of  friends  who  courted  his  society, 
and  made  them  help  in  the  comfort  of  his  guests. 
We    can    guess    the    words    he    doubtless   used: 
"  These   lads   from   Stepney   are   my   neighbours 
and  brothers.     I  love  them  and  they  love  me.     If 
you  would  have  me,  you  must  have  them  too." 
And  so  Leonard  brought  rich  and  poor  together, 
and  taught  both  that  God  is  the  maker  of  them  all. 
Leonard   was   responsible   for   the   idea   which 
secured  the  use  of  the  congregational  Succah  as 
the  club  room  and  headquarters  of  the  Stepney 
Scouts.     Here,    again,    he    taught    the    union    of 
religion  with  physical  training.     At  the  close  of 
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drill  every  evening  the  boys  may  be  heard  by  the 
passer-by  singing  Adon  Olam  and  the  National 
Anthem,  and  thus  in  their  most  impressionable 
years  they  learn  to  fear  the  Lord  and  honour  the 
king. 

With  his  unobtrusive  and  sincere  religious  bent, 
it  was  natural  that  Leonard  threw  himself  with 
energy  and  enthusiasm  into  the  task  of  bringing 
religion  into  the  clubs.  He  held  the  trophies  for 
athletics  to  have  been  gained  in  vain  if  they 
were  not  crowned  with  the  victories  of  faith, 
and  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  institution  of  the 
simple  and  impressive  service  of  prayer  and  song 
with  which  the  activities  of  the  Stepney  Lads' 
Club  every  night  now  conclude. 

No  wonder,  then,  that  the  Lads'  Club  and  the 
Girls'  Guild  were  halls  of  weeping  when  the  sad 
tidings  came  that  their  beloved  Leonard  was  no 
more,  and  that  pride  in  his  heroism  was  their 
first  and  only  comfort. 
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"Rabbi  Isaac  said,  It  is  written,  The  word  is 
very  nigh  unto  thee,  in  thy  mouth,  and  in   thy 
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heart,  that  thou  mayest  do  it.  When  is  the  word 
very  nigh  unto  thee  ?  When  it  is  in  thy  mind 
and  in  thy  heart  to  do  it"  (ERUBIN,  54A). 

Leonard  Stern  did  not  find  God's  precept  too 
hard  or  too  far.  His  mind  and  his  heart  were 
bent  on  obedience  to  the  Divine  Will,  so  the 
Word  of  God  was  very  near  to  him.  He  never 
hesitated  in  the  hour  of  his  country's  need.  He 
saw  his  duty  plain.  He  made  the  great  surrender 
of  self  and  proved  his  true  worth,  for  the  measure 
of  the  sacrifice  is  the  quickness  of  the  response. 
With  a  cheery  wave  of  the  hand  and  with  a  smile 
on  his  face,  he  went  to  the  front,  a  bright  picture 
of  the  happy  warrior,  with  the  clear  conscience 
and  with  the  deep  faith  of  the  young  man  who 
keeps  his  path  pure  by  directing  it  according 
to  the  Word  of  God.  And  so  he  fell  on  the  field 
of  honour,  and  "  met  his  death  leading  his  men 
in  the  true  British  way."  He  "  died  a  hero's 
death,  thinking  of  others  all  the  time." 

The  hero  boy  that  dies  in  blooming  years, 
In  man's  regret  he  lives,  and  woman's  tears  ; 
More  sacred  than  in  life  and  lovelier  far 
For  having  perished  in  the  front  of  war. 

And  so  we  join  Leonard's  home  circle  in  their 
sorrow  for  the  beloved  and  gifted  son  and  brother. 
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But  the  death  of  Leonard  is  more  than  a  domestic 
bereavement.  Our  Community  is  sensibly  the 
poorer  by  the  loss  of  a  high-minded,  religious  and 
social  worker,  whose  career,  already  rich  in 
achievement  was  richer  still  in  promise  of  further 
manly  service  for  the  cause  of  Judaism. 

Nay,  more,  the  country  is  bereft  of  a  noble  son, 
for  the  nation,  too,  is  in  sore  need  of  young  men 
like  Leonard  Stern,  who  dream  dreams  and  see 
visions  of  religious  citizens  in  a  righteous  land. 
"  If  there  is  no  vision,  the  people  perish." 
(Prov.  xxix.  18.) 

Working  with  the  pulsing  eagerness  of  youth, 
Leonard  crowded  all  his  achievements  within 
the  brief  span  of  twenty-three  years.  Hilp  W* 
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*  HPIX  "  Some  there  are  who  gain  immortality 
through  many  years  of  labour.  Some  gain 
immortality  in  a  single  hour"  (ABODA  ZARA, 


Though  the  task  gives  pain,  while  it  brings 
pride,  it  is  thus,  with  feeling  still  keen  and  with 
memory  still  fresh,  that  we  may  draw  our  word 
portrait  of  dear  Leonard  Stern  :  — 

One  who  never  turned  his  back    but    marched    breast 

forward, 
Never  doubted  clouds  would  break, 
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Never  dreamed  though  right  were  worsted,  wrong  would 

triumph. 

Held  we  fall  to  rise  again,  are  baffled  to  fight  better, 
Sleep  to  wake. 


Those  of  us  who  knew  Leonard  best  feel  that 
he  would  not  have  us  brooding  over  his  fate. 
We  can  imagine  him  saying  in  his  gentle  and 
cheery  way,  "  Leave  the  valley  of  weeping,  and 
smile  through  your  tears.  The  work  is  greater 
than  the  worker  and  must  go  on.  Let,  then,  the 
work  which  was  dear  to  me  be  your  salvation  and 
solace.  Cancel  the  pain  of  grief  in  the  joy  of 
faith.  We  shall  meet  again  in  the  Hereafter, 
where  loving  hearts  are  re-united." 

In  the  passages  from  Holy  Scripture  recited  in 
his  memory,  is  included  the  sixteenth  verse  of 
Psalm  xlix,  which  Leonard  himself  once  quoted 
in  support  of  his  belief  in  immortality.  "  God 
will  redeem  my  soul  from  the  grasp  of  the  grave, 
for  he  will  receive  me."  In  one  of  the  letters 
Leonard  sent  from  the  trenches  to  his  dear  ones  at 
home,  he  wrote,  "I,  too,  think  often  of  home  and 
my  dear  ones  there,  and  I  pray  to  be  allowed  to 
return  to  them.  But  if  God  thinks  fit  it  should  be 
otherwise,  rest  assured  that  our  separation  will 
only  be  long  as  we  on  earth  count  time."  Here  is 
his  last  message  written  on  the  eve  of  the  great 


battle  in  which  he  lost  his  life.  "  On  the  eve  of  a 
big  battle  I  write  to  send  my  love  and  to  assure 
you  of  my  fixed  conviction  that  if  the  luck  goes 
against  us  we  shall  all  join  up  anon." 

In  the  spirit  of  his  own  deep  faith  Leonard 
Stern  is  not  dead.  "  In  the  way  of  righteousness 
is  life,  and  in  the  pathway  thereof  there  is  no 
death."  (Prov.  xii,  28.)  There  are  no  dead. 
The  only  dead  are  those  who  are  dead  to  duty, 
who  kill  conscience  and  make  no  sacrifice.  But 
those  who  die  as  they  have  lived,  in  valour  for 
virtue,  for  truth,  for  religion,  live  on  for  ever 
in  the  hearts  of  men  who  treasure  the  recollection 
of  those  who  lay  down  their  lives  for  the 
sanctification  of  the  Divine  Name. 

Through  the  gate  of  war,  Leonard  Stern  has 
entered  into  peace  on  high,  and  on  earth  below 
has  left  a  name  of  honour  and  a  memory  of  blessing. 
He  will  always  stand  forth  as  a  priceless  example 
of  the  son  of  the  sanctuary  to  whom  the  Word  of 
God  was  near  and  dear,  because  it  was  ever  in  his 
mind  and  heart  to  do  the  will  of  his  Father  in 
Heaven. 


PRAYER. 

Father  of  Mercy,  in  whose  hands  are  the  souls 
•of  the  living  and  the  dead,  we  remember  this 
day 

LEONARD  HERMAN  STERN, 

who  gave  his  life  for  his  King  and  his  Country. 
Shelter  his  soul  in  the  shadow  of  Thy  wings,  and  let 
his  reward  be  with  him  and  his  recompense  before 
him.  Send  Thy  comfort  to  his  kinsfolk  who 
mourn  the  loss  of  the  dear  possession  of  a  gifted 
son  and  brother.  Give  them  strength  to  bear 
their  burden  of  sorrow  with  courage  and  pride. 
May  the  memory  of  Leonard's  piety  and  patriotism 
inspire  us  all  to  do  our  duty  in  every  sphere  of 
life.  Hasten  the  day  when  nation  shall  no  more 
lift  up  sword  against  nation,  when  they  will 
"work  together  for  righteousness  and  justice,  for 
mercy  and  truth.  Amen. 
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